Dark Room Etiquette

1. Never touch anyone else’s negatives or paper. If you are sharing an enlarger always let them remove the negative.

2. Always take down dry prints in the darkroom when you walk in and place them in the print drawer. Otherwise your wet print will stick to theirs and ruin both.

3. Always announce when you are entering or exiting the darkroom so you don’t smash someone’s fingers in the door.

4. When leaving the darkroom am, make sure the water is still running, when leaving pm make sure the water is turned off and dumped.

5. Make sure fan is turned off before leaving the darkroom; switch is all the way at the end of the room to the left.

6. Always turn safe lights off when leaving the darkroom.

7. If using the radio, it must not be able to be heard in classroom or hallway, and it must be turned off before you leave. All music must be school appropriate.
8. Always put away easels and contact sheet makers in drawer marked easels and contact sheet makers. All contact sheet makers must be wiped of all fingerprints when finished. 
9. Always throw away all your junk, example paper towels, old paper containers, old film cassettes etc.

When developing film:

10. When developing film always use clean and rinsed funnels.

11. Only one lid is allowed to be off a bottle at a time!

12. Always place chemicals in order in sink so you don’t get them mixed up and put them on the ground when used.

13. Always put chemicals away in darkroom before you leave!

14. Always rinse and dry all containers that you use, this is why you smell so bad after handling them, because the person before you didn’t wash it out good enough! Also why the bags are so smelly! 

15. Put your dry clean supplies away in proper areas.

When Developing Prints

16. Always let the prints drip inside the container you are using, letting it drip all over the place makes it smelly and ruins chemicals. IT IS NEVER A GOOD IDEA TO DRIP PRINTS ANYWHERE EXCEPT THE CONTAINERS!!!
17. Always only let the tongs from each container touch the chemicals of that container! This is the number one way you ruin the chemicals!!!!

18. Never stick your fingers in the ANY of the containers! They smell bad, and you’ll ruin the chemicals! DO NOT EVEN USE YOUR HANDS IN THE WATER CONTAINER! The water may look clean but its not, its full of chemicals. Your fingers have oils that destroy chemicals in addition to cross contamination…and don’t even get me started on the health issues associated with absorption of chemicals into the skin!
